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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the conespondehce address- 
Period for Reply ,,/ 

MON7H(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' I ^ £ ^ SPe ° ified ab0VB 18 1688 (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered tin.*, 

" fSXZSZS' If^fTJ*** ^irB SK (6) MOrZi from the JZ ^tt^ZSS ^ 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become AaWDCJNED TcS^s rT?S£ 

Status^ 

^5(1 Responsive to communication® filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merit* « h««h in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213 c,osed ,n 

Disposition of Claims 

^6laim(s) 

Of the above claim(s)_ 

□ Claim(s^ 

^Claim(s) 



— \ » 



□ Claim(s)_ 

□ Claim(s)_ 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 



is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aH<Q 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



2. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

It is unclear what Applicant intends by the recitation "being described by semi-circles" in 
the context used. Applicant is referred to his Rule 26 amendment for clearer language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published 
under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was published under 
Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes 
of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a). 
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4, Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Meier (U.S. Patent No. 6,041,944). 
See Figures 1-2, which disclose a "six-lobed sheath element" (Fig. 1) "disposed around a central tube (5) 

with a closed surface." With respect to claim 9, the slits (7) are oriented at various angles "of less than 100° with an 
axis of said sheath element." 

5. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 97/04850. 

See Figures 1-2, which disclose a "six-lobed sheath element" (Fig. 1) "disposed around a central tube(5) 
with a closed surface " With respect to claim 9, the slits (7) are oriented at various angles "of less than 100° with an 
axis of said sheath element." 



Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Examiner Popovics whose telephone number is (703) 308-0684. 
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June 12, 2003 
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